The Causes of the World War
mit to the Belgrade Government deliberately unaccept-
able conditions, "which would pave the way for a radical
solution by armed intervention." Free to choose between
peace and war, they declared for immediate war, as
Berlin had advised.
Tiszcts Conversion to the Decision to make War
But Tisza's resistance embarrassed Berchtold. The Prime
Minister of Hungary felt so strongly that on the morrow
of the Ministerial meeting he addressed a memorandum
to the Emperor Francis Joseph in which he condemned
the idea of "aggression against Serbia" and repudiated
"any responsibility for an exclusively warlike and aggres-
sive solution."(5) Berchtold felt that only the opinion
of Berlin was capable of modifying Tisza's point of view.
He informed the latter(6) that William II had strongly
expressed his desire that Austria should undertake war
against Serbia; that the Wilhelmstrasse would see a proof
of the weakness of Austria in any compromise with
Serbia, "which could not fail to react upon our position
in the Triple Alliance and influence Germany's future
policy." In other words, Berlin presented Vienna with
an alternative. Unless she marched upon Serbia at once,
Germany would give no guarantee for the future of her
alliance with a partner who had shown such lack of
decision. Faced with Germany's insistence, the Hun-
garian Prime Minister ended by yielding, and he even
judged it expedient to take the important step of going
to announce his conversion to the German ambassador
in person,(7) "I did not find it easy to come to the decision
to give my advice for war," Tisza told the ambassador;
**but I am now firmly convinced of its necessity, and
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